
PROFILES OF TRUE SPIRITUALITY
Part 10



Reading & Worldview

1. What is prime reality – the really real?
2. What is the nature of external reality, that is, the world around us?
3. What is a human being?
4. What happens to a person at death?
5. Why is it possible to know anything at all?
6. How do we know what is right and wrong?
7. What is the meaning of human history?

- James Sire, Naming the Elephant
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Reading Directs Thinking

• This means the reader gives his mind over to the text, along with the 
primary meanings that begin to form.

• The mind of the reader becomes one with the text.
• The world of the text becomes the world of the reader.
• Our mental pictures draw on our own past experiences. “Beyond the 

literal sense and the literary meaning, the text we read acquires the 
projection of our own experience, the shadow, as it were, of who we 
are” (Alberto Manguel).

• Our minds are in tandem with the mind of the speaker of the text.
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Reading Directs Thinking

• The Bible “provides information that is not available anywhere 
else….Only God can provide us with an eternal perspective and speak 
to us with absolute and final authority” (R.C. Sproul).

• “The one book to which we need not fear to yield up our very lives is 
the Bible. And it one of the great contributions of the Christian 
tradition to emphasize this book and to encourage its being read both 
intensively and extensively. If any reading ever should direct thinking, 
it is the reading of the Bible” (James Sire).
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Thinking Directs Reading

• This is the normal mode of studying.
• As we read, we look for the truths that are presented as well as for 

the errors that we detect.
• We employ the filter of God’s Word and accept the ideas that cause 

us to think God’s thoughts after Him (analogical thinking). 
• We may say to ourselves, “I agree with this author,” or “This mindset 

is totally different from mine.”
• The important thing is not the acquisition of knowledge, but the 

increase of our wisdom for living coram deo (before the face of God).



Practical Considerations



Will Rogers on the Limits of Knowing

“You know…everybody is ignorant, 
only on different subjects.”

1879-1935
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G.K. Chesterton on Motivation for Reading

“There is a great deal of difference between 
the eager man who wants to read a book, 
and the tired man who wants a book to read.”
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Intermittent Windshield Wipers

It is reported that the inspiration for his 
invention stems from an incident on 
Kearns' wedding night in 1953, when an 
errant champagne cork shot into his left 
eye, leaving him legally blind in that eye. 
Nearly a decade later in 1963, Kearns 
was driving his car through a light rain, 
and the constant movement of the 
wiper blades irritated his already 
troubled vision. He modeled his 
mechanism on the human eye, which 
blinks every few seconds, rather than 
continuously.

Robert William Kearns, Inventor
1927-2005



Adler on Variable-Speed-Reading

Variable-Speed-Reading, “the aim 
being to read better, always better, 
but sometimes slower, sometimes 
faster.”
Blaise Pascal said that “when we 
read too fast or too slowly we 
understand nothing” (Pensées, 41).
“The average reader reads about 250 
words a minute. That is fast enough” 
(James Sire, How To Read Slowly).

Mortimer Adler
1902-2001
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The Apostle Paul on Reading Until the End

“When you come bring the cloak which I left 
at Troas with Carpus, and the books, 
especially the parchments” (II Tim. 4:13).



More Practical Considerations

• Old vs. new books: “It is a good rule, after reading a new book, never 
to allow yourself another new one till you have read an old one in 
between. If that is too much for you, you should at least read one old 
one to every three new ones” (C.S. Lewis).

• Read authors you have not read before: “In reading [G.K.] 
Chesterton, as in reading [George] MacDonald, I did not know what I 
was letting myself in for. A young man who wishes to remain a sound 
Atheist cannot be too careful of his reading. There are traps 
everywhere – ‘Bibles laid open, millions of surprises,’ as Herbert says, 
‘fine nets and stratagems.’ God is, if I may say it, very unscrupulous.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
C.S. Lewis, God in the Dock, pp. 201-202.



More Practical Considerations

• Is it a worthy thing to read? “If a thing is worth doing, it is worth 
doing badly” (G.K. Chesterton).

• Read the best books: “Read the best books available on the topics 
that are most relevant to your call in life” (Sire).

• Read secular authors: “Therefore, in reading profane authors, the 
admirable light of truth displaying in them should remind us, that the 
human mind, however much fallen and perverted from its original 
integrity, is still adorned and invested with admirable gifts from its 
Creator” (John Calvin).
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Dr. Louise Cowan

“Why in particular should followers of Christ be 
interested in the classics? Is Scripture not 
sufficient in itself for all occasions? What interest 
do Christians have in the propagation of the 
masterworks?....Many of us in the contemporary 
world have been misled by the secularism of our 
epoch; we expect proof if we are to believe in the 
existence of a spiritual order. Our dry, reductionist 
reason leads us astray, so that we harden our 
hearts against the presence of the holy. Something 
apart from family or church must act as mediator,
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Dr. Louise Cowan

to restore our full humanity, to endow us with the imagination and the 
heart to believe. My serious encounter with Shakespeare and then with 
all the riches of the classics enabled me to see the splendor of him who 
is at the center of the gospels. In a time when our current culture is 
increasingly secular in its aims, one of the most important resources 
Christians possess is this large treasure trove of works that have already 
been assimilated by readers and commentators in the nearly two 
thousand years of Western Christendom.”
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